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UK Parliament ActsyA/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 ¢ 81)

Administration of Justice Act 1920

1920 CHAPTER 81

An Act to amend the law with respect to the administration of justice, . . . to facilitate the reciprocal enforcement of
judgments and awards in the United Kingdom and other parts of His Majesty's Dominions or Territories under His
Majesty's protection . . .

[23rd December 1920]
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NOTES
Amendment

Repealed by the Supreme Court of Judicature (Consolidation) Act 1925, s 226, Sch 6.

UK Parliament Acts/A/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 c 81)/Part | ... (ss1-8)/2. ..

2. ..

NOTES
Amendment

Repealed by the Administration of Justice Act 1925, s 29, Sch 5.

UK Parliament ActsyA/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 ¢ 81)/Part | ... (ss1-8)/3 . ..

3...

NOTES



Page 3

Amendment

Repealed in part by the Administration of Justice Act 1925, s 29, Sch 5, and the Statute Law Revision Act 1927;
remainder repealed by the Courts Act 1971, s56, Sch 11, Pt IV.
UK Parliament ActsA/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 ¢ 81)/Part | ... (ss1-8)/4 . ..

4 ...

NOTES
Amendment

Repealed by the Magistrates Courts Act 1952, s 132, Sch 6.

UK Parliament ActsA/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 ¢ 81)/Part | ... (ss1-8)/5. ..

5...

NOTES
Amendment

Repealed by the Supreme Court of Judicature (Consolidation) Act 1925, s 226, Sch 6.

UK Parliament Acts/A/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 c 81)/Part | ... (ss1-8)/6. . .

6 ...

NOTES
Amendment

Repealed by the Supreme Court of Judicature (Consolidation) Act 1925, s 226, Sch 6.

UK Parliament Acts/A/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 c 81)/Part | ... (ss1-8)/7 . ..
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NOTES

Amendment

Repealed by the Supreme Court of Judicature (Consolidation) Act 1925, s 226, Sch 6.

UK Parliament Acts/A/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 c 81)/Part | ... (ss1-8)/8. ..

8 ...

NOTES

Amendment

Repealed by the Supreme Court of Judicature (Consolidation) Act 1925, s 226, Sch 6.

UK Parliament Acts/A/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 c 81)/Part |1 Reciprocal Enforcement of
Judgmentsin the United Kingdom and in other Parts of His Mgjesty's Dominions (ss 9-14)/9 Enforcement in the United
Kingdom of judgments obtained in superior courts in other British dominions

Part I1
Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgmentsin the United Kingdom and in other Parts of His M ajesty's Dominions

9 Enforcement in the United Kingdom of judgments obtained in superior courtsin other British dominions

(1) Whereajudgment has been obtained in a superior court in any part of His Mgjesty's dominions outside the
United Kingdom to which this Part of this Act extends, the judgment creditor may apply to the High Court in
England or Ireland, or to the Court of Session in Scotland, at any time within twelve months after the date of the
judgment, or such longer period as may be allowed by the court, to have the judgment registered in the court, and on
any such application the court may, if in all the circumstances of the case they think it is just and convenient that the

judgment should be enforced in the United Kingdom, and subject to the provisions of this section, order the
judgment to be registered accordingly.

(2) Nojudgment shall be ordered to be registered under this section if--

(& theoriginal court acted without jurisdiction; or

(b) thejudgment debtor, being a person who was neither carrying on business nor ordinarily resident within the

jurisdiction of the original court, did not voluntarily appear or otherwise submit or agree to submit to the
jurisdiction of that court; or

(c) thejudgment debtor, being the defendant in the proceedings, was not duly served with the process of the
original court and did not appear, notwithstanding that he was ordinarily resident or was carrying on business
within the jurisdiction of that court or agreed to submit to the jurisdiction of that court; or

(d) thejudgment was obtained by fraud; or



Page 5

(e) thejudgment debtor satisfies the registering court either that an appeal is pending, or that heis entitled and
intends to appeal, against the judgment; or

(f) thejudgment wasin respect of a cause of action which for reasons of public policy or for some other similar
reason could not have been entertained by the registering court.

(3) Whereajudgment is registered under this section--

(8 thejudgment shall, asfrom the date of registration, be of the same force and effect, and proceedings may be
taken thereon, asif it had been ajudgment originally obtained or entered up on the date of registration in the
registering court;

(b) theregistering court shall have the same control and jurisdiction over the judgment asiit has over similar
judgments given by itself, but in so far only as relates to execution under this section;

(c) thereasonable costs of and incidental to the registration of the judgment (including the costs of obtaining a
certified copy thereof from the original court and of the application for registration) shall be recoverablein like
manner asif they were sums payable under the judgment.

(4) Rulesof court shall provide--
(@ for service on the judgment debtor of notice of the registration of ajudgment under this section; and

(b) for enabling the registering court on an application by the judgment debtor to set aside the registration of a
judgment under this section on such terms as the court thinksfit; and

(c) for suspending the execution of ajudgment registered under this section until the expiration of the period
during which the judgment debtor may apply to have the registration set aside.

(5) Inany action brought in any court in the United Kingdom on any judgment which might be ordered to be
registered under this section, the plaintiff shall not be entitled to recover any costs of the action unless an application
to register the judgment under this section has previously been refused or unless the court otherwise orders.

NOTES

Initial Commencement

Royal Assent

Royal Assent: 23 December 1920: (no specific commencement provision).

UK Parliament Acts/A/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 c 81)/Part 11 Reciprocal Enforcement of
Judgmentsin the United Kingdom and in other Parts of His Mgjesty's Dominions (ss 9-14)/[ 10 Issue of certificates of
judgments obtained in the United Kingdom]

[10 Issue of certificates of judgments obtained in the United Kingdom]

[(1) Where-

(& ajudgment has been obtained in the High Court in England or Northern Ireland, or in the Court of Session
in Scotland, against any person; and
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(b) thejudgment creditor wishes to secure the enforcement of the judgment in a part of Her Majesty's
dominions outside the United Kingdom to which this Part of this Act extends,

the court shall, on an application made by the judgment creditor, issue to him a certified copy of the judgment.

(2) Thereference in the preceding subsection to Her Majesty's dominions shall be construed as if that subsection
had comeinto forcein its present form at the commencement of this Act.]

NOTES
Amendment

Substituted by the Civil Jurisdiction and Judgments Act 1982, s 35(2).

UK Parliament Acts’A/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 ¢ 81)/Part |11 Reciprocal Enforcement of
Judgmentsin the United Kingdom and in other Parts of His Majesty's Dominions (ss 9-14)/11 Power to make rules

11 Power to makerules

Provision may be made by rules of court for regulating the practice and procedure (including scales of fees and
evidence), in respect of proceedings of any kind under this Part of this Act.

NOTES

Initial Commencement
Royal Assent

Royal Assent: 23 December 1920: (no specific commencement provision).
Amendment
Repealed by the Judicature (Northern Ireland) Act 1978, s 122(2), Sch 7, Pt 1.

Date in force: 2 January 1979: see Sl 1978/1829, art 2, Schedule.

UK Parliament Acts/A/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 c 81)/Part Il Reciprocal Enforcement of
Judgmentsin the United Kingdom and in other Parts of His Mgjesty's Dominions (ss 9-14)/12 Interpretation

12 Interpretation

(1) InthisPart of this Act, unless the context otherwise requires--

The expression "judgment” means any judgment or order given or made by acourt in any civil proceedings,
whether before or after the passing of this Act, whereby any sum of money is made payable, and includes an
award in proceedings on an arbitration if the award has, in pursuance of the law in force in the place where it was
made, become enforceable in the same manner as a judgment given by a court in that place:

The expression "original court" in relation to any judgment means the court by which the judgment was given:
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The expression "registering court” in relation to any judgment means the court by which the judgment was
registered:

The expression "judgment creditor" means the person by whom the judgment was obtained, and includes the
successors and assigns of that person:

The expression "judgment debtor" means the person against whom the judgment was given, and includes any
person against whom the judgment is enforceable in the place where it was given.

(2) Subject torules of court, any of the powers conferred by this Part of this Act on any court may be exercised by
a judge of the court.

NOTES
Initial Commencement

Royal Assent

Royal Assent: 23 December 1920: (no specific commencement provision).
Amendment
Sub-s (2): repealed by the Judicature (Northern Ireland) Act 1978, s 122(2), Sch 7, Pt I.

Date in force: 2 January 1979: see Sl 1978/1829, art 2, Schedule.

UK Parliament Acts/A/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 c 81)/Part |1 Reciprocal Enforcement of
Judgments in the United Kingdom and in other Parts of His Majesty's Dominions (ss 9-14)/13 Power to apply Part |1 of
Act to territories under His Majesty's protection

13 Power to apply Part 11 of Act toterritoriesunder His M ajesty's protection

His Majesty may by Order in Council declare that this Part of this Act shall apply to any territory which is under His
Magjesty's protection, or in respect of which a mandate is being exercised by the Government of any part of His
Majesty's dominions, asif that territory were part of His Majesty's dominions, and on the making of any such Order
this Part of this Act shall, subject to the provisions of the Order, have effect accordingly.

NOTES
Initial Commencement

Royal Assent

Royal Assent: 23 December 1920: (no specific commencement provision).

UK Parliament Acts/A/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 c 81)/Part 11 Reciprocal Enforcement of
Judgmentsin the United Kingdom and in other Parts of His Mgjesty's Dominions (ss 9-14)/14 Extent of Part |1 of Act

14 Extent of Part Il of Act
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(1) Where HisMagjesty is satisfied that reciprocal provisions have been made by the legislature of any part of His
Magjesty's dominions outside the United Kingdom for the enforcement within that part of His dominions of
judgments obtained in the High Court in England, the Court of Session in Scotland, and the High Court in Ireland,
His Majesty may by Order in Council declare that this Part of this Act shall extend to that part of His dominions, and
on any such Order being made this Part of this Act shall extend accordingly.

(2) AnOrder in Council under this section may be varied or revoked by a subsequent Order.

[(3) Her Majesty may by Order in Council under this section consolidate any Ordersin Council under this section
which are in force when the consolidating Order is made.]

NOTES
Initial Commencement

Royal Assent

Royal Assent: 23 December 1920: (no specific commencement provision).
Amendment
Sub-s (3): inserted by the Civil Jurisdiction and Judgments Act 1982, s 35(3).
Subordinate L egislation

Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments (Administration of Justice Act 1920, Part 11) (Consolidation) Order 1984, Sl
1984/129.

Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments (Administration of Justice Act 1920, Part 1) (Amendment) Order 1997, Sl
1997/2601 (made under sub-s (2)).

UK Parliament ActsA/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 ¢ 81)/Part 111 Miscellaneous (ss
15-21)/15 Questions of foreign law to be decided by judge

Part 111
Miscellaneous
15 Questions of foreign law to be decided by judge
Where, for the purpose of disposing of any action or other matter which isbeing tried by a judge with ajury in any
court in England or Wales, it is hecessary to ascertain the law of any other country which is applicable to the facts of

the case, any question as to the effect of the evidence given with respect to that law shall, instead of being submitted
to the jury, be decided by the judge alone.

NOTES
Initial Commencement

Royal Assent

Royal Assent: 23 December 1920: (no specific commencement provision).
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Extent
This section does not extend to Scotland: see s 21(3).
Amendment

Repealed so far as relates to the High Court by the Supreme Court of Judicature (Consolidation) Act 1925, s 226,
Sch 6, and so far as relates to county courts by the County Courts Act 1934, s 193(4), Sch 5.
UK Parliament Acts/A/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 c 81)/Part |11 Miscellaneous (ss 15-21)/16 . . .

16 ...

NOTES
Amendment

Repealed by the Arbitration Act 1934, s 21(6), Sch 3.

UK Parliament Acts/A/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 c 81)/Part 111 Miscellaneous (ss 15-21)/17 . . .

17 ...

NOTES
Amendment

Repealed by the Administration of Estates Act 1925, s56, Sch 2, Pt 1.

UK Parliament Acts/A/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 c 81)/Part 111 Miscellaneous (ss 15-21)/18.. . .

18 ...

NOTES
Amendment

Repealed by the Administration of Justice Act 1925, s 29(4), Sch 5.

UK Parliament ActsA/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 ¢ 81)/Part 111 Miscellaneous (ss 15-21)/19.. . .
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19 ...

NOTES
Amendment

Repealed by the Supreme Court of Judicature (Consolidation) Act 1925, s 226, Sch 6.

UK Parliament ActsA/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 ¢ 81)/Part 111 Miscellaneous (ss 15-21)/20. . .

20 ...

NOTES

Amendment

Repealed by the Supreme Court of Judicature (Consolidation) Act 1925, s 226, Sch 6.
UK Parliament ActsA/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 ¢ 81)/Part 111 Miscellaneous (ss
15-21)/21 Short title and application

21 Short title and application

(1) This Act may be cited as the Administration of Justice Act 1920.
)

(3) ThisAct, except Part 11 thereof, applies only to England and Wales.
NOTES

Initial Commencement

Royal Assent

Royal Assent: 23 December 1920: (no specific commencement provision).
Amendment

Sub-s (2): repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act 1927.

UK Parliament ActsA/AA-AG/Administration of Justice Act 1920 (1920 ¢ 81)/SCHEDULE. . .

SCHEDULE
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SCHEDULE...

NOTES
Amendment

Repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act 1927.



